Risks of rhG-CSF treatment in drug-induced agranulocytosis.
Nine patients with drug-induced agranulocytosis received recombinant human granulocyte colony-stimulating factor (rhG-CSF) to accelerate myeloid recovery because of life-threatening infections related to neutropenia. All patients showed a quick recovery of their granulocyte counts. Side effects were substantial, however. Three patients, two with a severe infection and one with preexisting pulmonary infiltrates, developed worsening of their respiratory status during neutrophil recovery, resulting in clinical manifestations of the adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). In view of these major complications, the exact place of hematopoietic growth factors in the treatment of drug-induced agranulocytosis remains to be determined.